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Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 742 6.9 3.7 15 46 95.6
2 317 24.8 10.9 45 55 40.9
3 438 21.1 10.9 45 47 56.4
4 13 9.7 3.9 15 64.6 1.7
5 4 9 10.4 45 20 0.5
6 11 31.5 11.5 45 70.1 1.4
7 16 9.4 4.4 15 62.9 2.1
8 11 37 7 45 82.2 1.4
9 5 22.2 4.3 45 49.3 0.6
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Choose from one of the following options.

Option 1  Understanding Crime

Compulsory question:

Outline and briefly explain the meaning of the term delinquency. [15]

Either,

[45]Assess left realist explanations of crime. 

Or,

Evaluate the view that some ethnic groups are treated less favourably than others by 
the criminal justice system. [45]
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Definition

Implicit

Example

Implicit

Sticky Note
Implicit knowledge is demonstrated in this paragraph. 

Sticky Note
There is a weak definition which identifies youths as most likely to commit acts of delinquency. However there is a lack of clarity in relation to delinquency as opposed to crime and/or deviance. Candidates should focus on the specific  term which they have been asked to explain.



Implicit

Implicit

Sticky Note
Again there is implicit knowledge.An example is offered



01: 8

Implicit

Sticky Note
This is an unnecessarily long response which lacks explicit focus on the term.Candidates should aim for no more than one and a half to two sides.There is some knowledge and understanding displayed. In order to be placed higher in Mark Band 3 or to be placed in Mark Band 4 candidates should refer to at least two relevant sociologists and provide appropriate examples.  8/15

Sticky Note
This is a supposition

Sticky Note
More implicit knowledge is demonstrated.The reference to gangs could have usefully been developed 

Sticky Note
Implicit knowledge is offered although there are no specific examples or names. The reference to teachers committing delinquent acts demonstrates confusion



Definition

Example

Definition



A01

A01

Sticky Note
A basic response which lacks sociologists and in parts is confused      5/15

Sticky Note
There is a definition at the start followed by appropriate examples however the reference to murder as a potential delinquent act demonstrates a lack of understanding of the term.Halfway through the response there is some confusion displayed between delinquency and deviance and a general loss of focus. The reference to youth and class in the last part of the response is relevant but in need of development.



Loss of focus

Definition

Definition

Definition

Example

Sticky Note
There is a link to youth which adds to the definition but the candidate then demonstrates a loss of focus from delinquency to deviance

Sticky Note
A partial definition with an example



01: 8

Sticky Note
Some knowledge and understanding  8/15

Sticky Note
Some knowledge and understanding using relevant sociologists such as Cohen. Appropriate example
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Choose from one of the following options.

Option 1  Understanding Crime

Compulsory question:

[15]Outline and briefly explain the meaning of the term delinquency. 

Either,

Assess left realist explanations of crime. [45]

Or,

Evaluate the view that some ethnic groups are treated less favourably than others by 
the criminal justice system. [45]
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01: 9

A01

A01



A01

A01

A01



A02

A02

A02

A02



A02

A01

A02

A02

A01

A01



A01

A02



Tick

Sticky Note
AO1=12, AO2=25  =37/45Total Q1=9 Q2= 37  = 46/60

Sticky Note
There is detailed knowledge and understanding of the relative concepts associated with left realism and the work of Young; relative deprivation, sub-cultures and marginalisation.  A useful link is then made to the work of Merton demonstrating some positive evaluation. Similarly reference is also made to the work of Cohen. Right realism is counterposed to the material on left realism.There is sufficient accurate knowledge and understanding to be placed in mark band 4 but there is a tendency to be descriptive and to largely focus on left and right realism. To be placed higher in band 4 for AO2 the candidate should have been more analytic and evaluative and used a wider range of theories to assess left realism. 
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Choose from one of the following options.

Option 1  Understanding Crime

Compulsory question:

[15]Outline and briefly explain the meaning of the term delinquency. 

Either,

[45]Assess left realist explanations of crime. 

Or,

Evaluate the view that some ethnic groups are treated less favourably than others by 
the criminal justice system. [45]
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Imprecision

Needs evidence

Needs evidence

Needs evidence

Sticky Note
Claims such as those made in this paragraph should be supported with evidence.

Sticky Note
There is imprecision in the first paragraph. If candidates provide data and, in this question it is appropriate to do so, it should be accurate and indicate the source from which it has come 



In need of development

?

Sticky Note
There is some imprecision in this paragraph. A  limited attempt at evaluation.

Sticky Note
Reference to canteen culture is relevant but in need of development. Candidates should explain concepts and ideas they are using



Limited relevance

Sticky Note
This has limited relevance to the question

Sticky Note
Generalised in need of evidence



Vague

Vague

Lacks focus

In need of development

Sticky Note
This is a generalised claim with no evidence to support it



Imprecision

Sticky Note
This is a limited essay and gains 4 for AO1 and 8 for AO2 = 12/45

Sticky Note
This is some sort of conclusion which returns to the same imprecise data found in paragraph one

Sticky Note
There are vague unsubstantiated claims in these paragraphs



Tick

Tick

Implicit link to question

Sticky Note
The source of the data needs to be cited.



Loss of focus

Tick

Tick

Tick

Sticky Note
There is some accurate detail on functionalism in general but the specifics of the question is not being addressed explicitly. There is a loss of focus in the middle of the paragraph. Further statistics are cited but again no source is given. The reference to institutional racism requires development. Candidates should be advised to explain the terms/concepts they use.A value judgement about the CJS is made.



Tick

In need of development

Sticky Note
The reference to interactionism is generalised. It needs to be developed in relation to the specifics of the question



Loss of focus

Sticky Note
There is a loss of focus



Tick

Implicit link to question

Tick

Sticky Note
There are a number of claims linked to Marxism but they need to be based on the work of sociologists



Sticky Note
There is basic knowledge of a range of theories. There is an attempt to link what the candidate knows about the theories to the question. However it lacks reference to sociologists and evaluation in relation to the specifics of the question is limited     AO1=6, AO2=9  15/45 Total Q1 =5, Q3 = 15    = 20/60

Sticky Note
This is just a generalised reference to a number of theories referred to in the essay



A01

Assertive

Supposition

Vague

Lacks focus

Sticky Note
Assertive and at times suppositions

Sticky Note
Basic knowledge and understanding of the component parts of the CJS



Needs evidence

Needs evidence

Supposition

Limited relevance

Lacks focus

Needs data

Sticky Note
This paragraph is based on supposition

Sticky Note
There needs to be evidence to support the claims made

Sticky Note
The reference to statistics is vague. It needs specific data and a source.



Lacks focus

Lacks focus

Lacks focus



Lacks focus

A01

Needs evidence

A02



Sticky Note
AO1 is basic and AO2 is limited 5+8  =13/45Total Q1=8 Q3 =13 = 21/60  This is an example of an unbalanced script.

Sticky Note
The last few paragraphs lack focus. The penultimate paragraph needs evidence to support the claim as does the last sentence of the conclusion
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SY3 
 


Option 1: Understanding Crime 
 


Compulsory question: 
 
Q.1 Outline and briefly explain the meaning of the term delinquency. [15] 
 
 The focus of the answer should be on defining and explaining delinquency, with 


reference to relevant sociologists. Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy 
and succinct coverage of any relevant points. Credit should be given to an 
understanding of, relevant theory and examples. 


 
 Candidates will be credited with: 
 
  Clear definition of delinquency 
 
  Young people as the main perpetrators of delinquent behaviour 
 
  Types of activities that may be described as delinquent such as vandalism 
 
  Reference to delinquency as either criminal activities or anti-social behaviour 
 
  Reference could be made to the work of sociologists such as Cohen, Cloward 


and Ohlin, Miller and Lea and Young 
 
  Matza and delinquency drift 
 
  Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing 
 
  Applied use of examples 
 
  All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 
 
 Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy 
  


 


Marks AO1 


12-15 
There will be detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding of 
the term delinquency.  This will be demonstrated in a detailed 
description.  Answers in this band will have depth and breadth. 


8-11 
There will be some knowledge and understanding of the term 
delinquency.  Answers in this band will have depth or breadth. 


4-7 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding of the term 
delinquency.  Answers may lack depth and breadth. 


1-3 
Limited accurate knowledge or understanding will be present and 
the answer is likely to be vague and/or disorganised. 


0 No knowledge and understanding. 
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EITHER: 
 
Q.2 Assess realist explanations of crime. [45] 
 
 Answers should make reference to left realism.  They may make reference to right 


realism, traditional Marxist explanations of crime and New Right explanations of 
crime. Descriptive accounts will not be rewarded. High order skills of analysis and 
evaluation are weighted in this assessment so that high level success can only be 
achieved through the demonstration of these skills. Well supported lines of 
discussion will be rewarded.  


 
 Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 
 
  Clear definition of left realism 
 
  The work of Lea and Young 
 
  Marginalisation, relative deprivation and sub-cultures 
 
  Reference to victimisation studies 
 
  Fear of crime 
 
  Marxist/neo-Marxist romanticisation of working class criminals 
 
  Reference to the square of crime  
 
  Right realist criticisms of left realism 
 
  Reference to target hardening 
 
  Policing and multi-agency approaches 
 
  The work of Wilson 
 
  Murray and views of the New Right 
  
  Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  
 
  Applied use of examples 
 
  All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 
 
 Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy. 
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OR: 
 
Q.3 Evaluate the view that some ethnic groups are treated less favourably than 


others by the criminal justice system. [45] 
 
 The focus of the answer should be on an evaluation of ways in which different ethnic 


groups are treated by the criminal justice system. 
 
Answers may make reference to more than one theoretical perspective in the 
discussion of ethnicity and crime but these will be related directly to the question 
rather than providing a general overview of theory. The focus of the discussion will be 
on ethnicity and the criminal justice system in understanding less favourable 
treatment of some ethnic groups compared to others. Descriptive accounts of 
alternative views will not be highly rewarded. High order skills of analysis and 
evaluation are weighted in this assessment so that high level success can only be 
achieved through the demonstration of these skills. Well supported lines of 
discussion will be rewarded. 
 
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 
 
 An outline of some relevant statistics in terms of crime and different ethnic 


groups 
 
 Marxist//neo-Marxist theories of crime in relation to ethnicity 
 
 Gilroy 
 
 Hall and the crisis of ruling class ideology and the “black mugger” 
 
 Left realism and the work of Lea and Young 
 
 Bowling and Phillips and the links of black crime to poverty and social 


exclusion 
 
 Holdaway and canteen culture 
 
 Sharp and Budd and the bias in the CJS 
 
 Cashmore 
 
 Sewell and the triple quandary theory 
 
 Reference to recent political, social or public debate regarding ethnicity and 


the CJS such as the Stephen Lawrence case 
 
 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing 
 
 Applied use of examples 
 
 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 
 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy 
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AO1 (13) AO2 (32) 


11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, explicit 
and detailed reference to a range of writers, 
research and theory.  Much of this material will 
have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge and 
understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 


25 - 32 
Candidates will relate answers directly to 
the question under consideration and this 
link will be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of 
the question. 


8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and theory 
which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological language.  This 
will be applied correctly. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors of 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


18 - 24 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the link 
is likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate 
some logical argument and discussion. 


5 - 7 
Candidates will be able to make basic references to 
either writers, concepts, research evidence and/or 
theory. 
The writers, theories of evidence will be described 
accurately but will lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological terms 
correctly for the most part but there may be 
inaccuracies. 
The quality of written communication will be limited 
with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 


10 - 17 
There will be basic knowledge used and 
there will be an implicit focus on the 
question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or 
evaluation and only limited reference to any 
writers or theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be 
implicit or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 


1 - 4 
Answers are likely to be limited and anecdotal with 
few if any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be very little accurate knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be very little use of sociological 
language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 


1 - 9 
There will be very limited analysis or 
evaluation present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 


0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding displayed. 


0 
No relevant analysis. 
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